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ECCLESIASTES, che Xlth, Verſel&x. 
' ; th — - Childbood and Youth are Vanity. N . 1 


= AN fleeth 45 a ſhadow, and continueth not ſaichk 
Job, 14. 2. As a Shadow, continueth not in 
one a but is always in motion, Him the 


ſo alſo is Man from the beginning, to the end 
of his Days, from the Morning, to the Rve- 
ning of his Lite; the firſt ſtep he takes into- 
the World, is but the beginning 0 7 5 s Jour- 
ney out of it, he is never ed, Pa ul woy- 
till his Light is darkened with the Shadow 5 DEA 


ing on 
it fur General Stages of his Life, are. Childhood,;Youth, 
hood, and Old Age, and few, very few 4 7 are that 50 
all theſe ; but as by the laterpolition- of..a wud... t MT 
Light is ſometimes early intercepted, / |; r le bade fe t 
lo the Life of Man is often ſhut up in Obſcurity, as ſoon as the 
Day begins to dawn upon him, and viſits him with Light .: 
every ones Life is ſubje& to ſo g Imperſections, and . 
rery uncertain," that at tlie very beſtꝛ it is but as it Were ths 
dow of Life, and in ſome Parts of 1 0 very. ene: more, than, 
Dream of a ſhadow. 6 

In a Word, His Journey thro this Vale ot: Miſery at the borgen 
ls very ſnort, the Arme Period of Life being 4 as a Span — 4 
ad in that Hon Span. part of it is very rank and ing 
ficant to the true Pay f Life; for, accot 9 to the Gblervas 
tion of the Wiſe Man in my Text, Childhood. aud opth Net Pan, . 
In Diſcourſing upon which Words, I _ CONE: er, 

Firſt; The Vanity of Childhood«- --;- * 
© Secondly,” The Vanity of Tb. 
| Thirdly, Some pro 3 e te 8 
Laſth, I mall make an Application ſhitahle to t 
Oc alan of of our:preſent Meeting anther, 2 and fo 5 | 
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Firſt Then I am to conſider the Vanity of Childhood : Net 
mention thoſe Days of Darkneſs, when the Imꝑerfect Embryo i 
forming into Life, when the Life of the Child is ſcarce diſtinq ft 

that of the Mother, in and by whom (thro the Appointment gf, 
All-wile Providence) it lives, moves, and has its Being; where 
the violent Impreſſions of Fear, or Deſire, or fuch.like, which Mus cc 
receives from that tender Parent before it comes into the Wolle 
are found to have laſting Effects afterwards, both upon its Boy 
and Soul; and as it ſometimes brings with it-outward Marks ate 
what it felt thro the Diſturbances and Paſſions of Her that bare i 
Jo the inward Impreſſions upon the Mind, are oft-times as evident 
and durable as they, 1 a 
But let us conſider the Infant juſt entring into the World with 
ftrong Crying and Tears, as if it was averſe to Liſe, or was ſenſible 
of the future Miſeries of it, and had ſome king of fore-knowledze 
of its Portion in this Region of Sorrow. Naſcitur, & ſtatin plorat 
Futures Calamitatis Propheta, ſaith St. Aug. Its firſt Crying is indeed 
heard with Joy, becauſe it is a Token of Life, but withal it is 
Cettain ſign * W eakne(s; and a Natural, and a very moving Call 
for Help and Succour, which it can by no Means give its fel nc 
expreſs its wants of, nor ask Relief from others, but by ſuch Ls 
mentation and Woe, Alas! How vain a thing is Man in this Infant 
State, a State of great Impotency and extream-Frailty, in which 
he ſuffers much, 'and can do but little, being without Power to ad 
as a Mau in any of his Faculties, either of Body or Mind: At this] 
Age all the noble Powers of the Seul lie Dormant, for want ola 
Body proportionate to their Uſe, and how ſtrong ſoever Realm 
may in its ſelf be at that tender Seaſon of Liſe, yet is it forcd to 
n with the weakneſs of the Organs, by Which it ac 

Phen I was a Chill, laith the Apoſt. 1 Chr. 13. 11. Late 4 4 
Child, J underſtand us u Child, 1 55 ht a bild: But when 
became a Man, I put 26a} Chilaiſh Things „ plainly intimating 
that ſo vain are all our Operations in that State, that neither our 
Thoughts, nor our Words, nor our Actions, are ſit to he continued 
When we come to riper Underſtanding,” and the proper Uſe 
them; is ot to uſe them but caſt them f. 
But if bil boch is this altogether Vanny, even aſter we come 
do fame Uſe” of Speech, what is it in that wealcer State, bent 
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Man may be compared to the Im 


ve they, and walk not; neither ſpeak they thro their Throat. _ 
Man of all the Creatures born into the World is the moſt help- 


ture they know their own Dam, and run immediately to Her for 


Nature) teacheth them of whom to ſeek their Food, and the Ways 
«nd Means of coming at it, as ſoon as they ſtand in Need of it; 
dut Man in that early State wou'd ſtarve a Thouſand times, did not 
ve Care of others bring him, and feed him with Food convenient for 
in, and were not his Parents or Nurſes Hands and Feet and every 
thing to him, his longeſt ſtay in this World, would ſcarce be more 
han that of @ CGueſt in an Inn, that tarrieth but a Day. Without 
the help of others, his Body could then do nothing towards the Sup- 
ort of its ſelf, and if there was not a Gracious Proviſion laid in for 
* (thro' the good Providence of God) in the Bowels of other 
Men, without ſuch 54x, ſuch a ſtock of Natural Affection and 
ompaſſion, the Day of his Birth wou'd ordinarily be the Day of bis 
Death. | 
You will not think the Image too mean or low, it I further ob- 
erve to you, how ſome other Animals are no ſooner broke looſe 
com the Shell, but they forthwith come at the Call, and run for 
helter to Her that warmed them into Life, and ſoon learn by Imi- 
ation to feed themſelves, and to diſtinguiſh what is proper for their 


ly : But Man when he is firſt born, is only Paſſive even in what 
oncerns the Animal Life; He can neither ſecure himſelf from Dan- 
der, nor run under the Wings and Protection of thoſe that would at 
ford Relief, he cannot be his own Purveyor, but intirely depends 
upon Charity for the Bread of Life, Alas ! It is by low Degrees 
at he comes to know and purſue the Ends for which the ſeveral 
arts of his Body were given him, nay, it is by flow Degrees that 
dey come to be fit for Ule; his Wiſdom, his Stature, and his 
rength increaſe gradually, and Childhood is the State of the-grea» 


"ith the Wie Many that Childb-od is Vanity. - 


* of the Heathen, of whom the | 
Pſalmiſt by Way of Deriſion thus ſpeaketh ; Pſalm 115. 7. Feet 


leſs, and continues the longeſt ſo, of any that I know of in it : Let 
us conſider the Beaſts of the Field, how by a ſtrange inſtin& of Na- 


Nouriſhment, from what is not, and to ſeek it and uſe it according- 


lt Imperfection in all theſe, and therefore we may Well conclude 


Nouriſhment who gave them Life; Nature (or rather the & d of | 


(6) 
I paſs on now to conſider Secondly, the Vanity of Youth, 6 
both Childhood and Youth are Vanity. Now it muſt be conf! 
that tio Childhood and Touth are both concluded under this nes 
and humbling Character of Vanity, yet they are not both ſo in ti 
ſame Degree, or on the ſame Account: Touth is far removed from 
many of the Imperfections of Childhood ; in Touth Reaſon appey 
not indeed like the Sun ſhining in his ſtrength, but like the Ty 
light or Dawn of the Morning, and tho its Glimmerings are hu 
imperfect, yet they diſcover to us the approach of Day, and {lax 
us with the Comforts ariſing from the nearer Proſpe of it. 
In Touth we may obſerve ſome Capacity of Vertue, and the 
that are trained up betimes in the Way they ſhould go, may the 
have their Senſes in a good Meaſure exerciſed to diſcern between G 
and Evil : In Youth the Underſtanding is ripe enough to recein 
Inſtruction, and that not only in the Buſineſs and Affairs o thy 
World, in the Learning of Trades and civil Employments, for the 
Uſe and Benefit of this Life, but likewiſe in the far more important 
concerns of the other, in the Ways of the Lord, thoſe which lead 
to his Glory, and our greateſt good, the Sanctification and Salut 
tion of our Souls. 
Yet notwithſtanding all theſe Advantages which Touth has above 
Childhood, this alſo n Vanity. Now the Vanity of Touth conſiſt 
chiefly in its ſpiritual Weakneſs ; the Underſtanding is then butlit 
tle exerciſed by Obſervation or Experience, and it is too eager and 
raſh in chuſing, and conſequently leſs diſpoſed to chuſe willy; 1 
is an Age rather fit to receive, than to give Inſtruction, and yet 
is often very Headſtrong and averſe to the taking it And happ 
it were if this was all the Vanity that Youth is ſubje& unto, ul 
there is ſomething yet behind that is not only Vanity, but vexan 
of Spirit: 1 mean its early Propenſity to Pleaſures that are Tun 
Efe, Deviliſh, its ſtrong Byaſs towards Corruption, and! 
continual liableneſs to be deluded by the deceitfulneſs of fin : Som 
Luſts are ſo very ſtrong in Touth, that the Apoſtle ſpeaks of then 
as it they were peculiar to that Age, and: therefore calls then 
bag Luſt, and exhorts his Son Timothy. to avoid them. 
AIM. 2. 22. | AIS- 
In Youth the Pleaſures of this World appear in the moſt ena 
Beauty, and addreßs themſelves to the Mind, When the Boch 
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delt prepared to receive the Impreſſion ; that Vigour of Blood 
[nd Spirits which is at the height in the Days of our Touth, enforce 
more ſtrongly Temptations that ſeem ſuited to its Complexion, 
ind the little Acquaintance which young Men generally have with 
my thing elle, beſides what concerns the Animal Life, makes them 
ore and more earneſt in ma king Proviſion for the Fleſh to Fulfill the 
Luſts thereof ; ſo that (as one has well obſerved ) the very Health 
ind Strength of Touth, which is its greateſt Bleſſing, is its greateſt 
Danger. Theſe give a Savour and Reliſh to Senſual Things, and 
render the Man the moſt eager after them, becauſe moſt capable 
of their Enjoyment. _ Gage 

Beſides, the Imagination and Paſſions of Youth being moſt ſtrong, - 
ind Reaſon weak, the former repreſent Things too partially, and 
plead fo ſtrongly in favour of Fleſh and Blood, that the latter has 
leg Power to withſtand the Force, or to make Head againſt the 
exrly Prejudices and Prepoſſeſſions of Senſe. es TOY 

The greateſt Natural Security againſt the Temptations of the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, is Conſideration ; for the Tem 
tations to any Sin whatſoever, the more cloſely they are examined, 
the leſs engaging they appear, and their Strength is turned into 
Weakneſs by ſearching thoroughly into their Nature, and by enqui- 
ring what #5 to be done or ſuffered in the End thereof But the great 
Vanity of Youth conſiſts in this, that it is an utter Enemy to Con- 
ſderation, and has not Skill or Patience duly to weigh the Conſe» 
quences of. Things,, and the other World appears at too great.a- 
Diſtance to come into the Account, and it is, and ever will be ve-- 
ry difficult to overcome the Temptations of this World, but upon 
Principles drawn from the Conſideration of the other, * 
br according to the Words of St. Jobn. This is tbe Vin 8. 4. 
Victory that overcometh the World, even our Faith ; Our Faith 
which ( as another Apoſtle deſcribes it) is. the 
Hande of things hoped for, the Evidence of things 
wt ſeen; Our Faith, by which (with Moſes) we no, 11. 27. 
te Him that is Inviſible, and thoſe Inviſible States in 
tte next Life which are of ten thouſand times greater Moment to 
W than All that is to be deſired or. feared here, for the things that 
are ſeen, are Temporal ; but the things that are not a ld 
jen, are Eternal : Our Faith, which looketh unt. n. 50 , 

Da 00 


Hob. It. I, f 


15 


Heb. 12. 22 Jeſus the Author and Finiſher of it, and with c o ml 
titude and Love lays hold on the Atonement nad 
bi Blood: Our Faith, which attends on its Compaſhonate I 0 
from his Cradle in the Manger, to his Death upon the Crols, tr 
his leaving his Father's Glory in Mercy to Sinners, to his rey, 
ing thither again to make Interceſſion for them, and to pics Gi 
unto Men; ſuch Gifts as may fit them for thoſe Manſions 500 
whither he 7s gone before to prepare 4 place fy 
Join 14 + Our Farth which beholds him Triumphing © ent, 
Death, and the Grave in Hzs Reſurrection, and which with I 
Anticipates our own, when he ſhall come again in Glory to Ju 
the World according to his Gofpel. $5 
Theſe are Principles which ſet Good Chriſtians above the Wok 
above the Goods or Evils of it, or rather above the Temptation 
ariſing from either Principles whereby the God of all Grace n 
freſbeth the Souls of his Servants, and Strengthen; thy 
ph 3. 16 "with mig bt in the inner Man, and fills them with | 
Rom. 13. 13. Jo and Peace in believing, and makes them u i .; 
ound in hope thro the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, whit 
hope is as an Anchor of the Soul both ſure and ſido... 
and which preſerves it in Safety amidſt the Storms of a Tempeſtu 
ous World. But after all, ſuch Principles have not ordinarily the 
full Strength, whilit Reaſon is weak, and it is very apparent, tluf 
the Life of Reaſon is but in its Infancy in the Days of our Jure 
and the Life of Grace will not be ſo apt to thrive upon fo faint 
Stock, unleſs it is duly cultivated and improved by an early Cen 
and managed wiſely thro' the Diſcretion of others, during the wan 
of our own, Which leads me, 5 | 
Third/y, To thew what proper Inferences may be drawn front, 
the foregoing Conſiderations. Hiſtory informs us, that the bine rent 
(a very wiſe and populous Nation) began the publick Care of th 
Children from the very time of their Conception, and by reaſon 
the tender Impreſſions which they receive in and thro the Motbeſ the 
there was early Proviſion made for the Security and Welfare of th 
Inviſible Life of the tender Babe, and great Caution uſed; that 8 
Paſſion might be raiſed in the Mother, which might have any 1 
tect upon the Child. And ſince to very cloſe is the Union and 
pendance of the one on the other, and the Mother and Child ar 


Heb. 6. 9. 


1 


\ much One, and ſo intimately link d together; It is certainly the 
wiſdom of all Mothers to imitate that wiſe People at leaſt ſo far, 

to avoid as much as poſſible the hearing or reading, or even 
:inking upon frightful Stories, or ſeeing monſtrous and terrifying 
iets, or indeed any thing that may too ſtrongly affect the Ima- 
nation) and all this out of Compaſſion to the Fruit of their Womb, 
eaſt that ſuffer thro the violent Impreſſions that are made upon the 


abo ent by ſuch means. But I ſhall proceed to what is more evi- 
Jory gent) and within the compaſs of every Bodies Obſervation, And 
IS ON Fnſt, from the Vanity of Childhood, that is, from the Weakneſs 
1h Impotency of that tender Age, I infer the Obligations of Chil- 


Iren towards their Parents; Children are infinitely bound te Love, 
aur, and Succour their Fathers and Mothers, in Conſideration 
that Care they took of them, when they were unable to take 
ny (the leaſt) Care of themſelves : How ought Children to ſtu- 
dy ac-ording to the Apoſtle's Phraſe to requite their Parents, to 
4 them that which they have well deſerved, to pay them always 
vith Duty, and where need is, with Maintenance, for all their 
Labour of Love towards them. Can a Child ever do enough for 

ole of whom under God he has been holden up ever ſince he was 
born ? For thoſe who have Day after Day, and Night after Night, 
vilingly foregone their own Eaſe and Reſt to procure His, and who 
by Prayers and Tears have labour'd to remove thoſe Evils from 


0 im, which all their other Endeavours could not N Effect. 
za urely Undutiful Children forget that ever they were Infants, or 
= le they could never be Undutiful : Their long and entire Depen- 


lence upon their Parents is a ftrong, very ſtrong band of Duty, 
and probably ane Reaſon why the All-wiſe Providence brings Man 
Into the World more helpleſs, and continues him longer {o, than 
other Creatures, is, that the Affection between Children and Pa- 


7 rents may be the ſtronger, thro the Senſe of thoſe manifold Obli- 
90 tons: For we find that other Creatures whoſe Dependance is not 
Wy great, and not ſo laſting, ſoon forget their young Ones, and 
. i their young Ones them ; but Man the moſt Impotent, and the long- 
* eſt ſo, mould ever Remember the Days of Weakneſs, for they 


were many, and never diſregard thoſe Perſons who in that feeble 
Nate were the Staff and Support of his Life. 2 


(10 


Let then the Vanity of Childhood, that State of Impotency e 
make all Children duly Mindful, both, how much their fis | 
have done for them, and how much they ought to do for thy 
Parents; that their very Infirmities may be the Seeds of Ver 
and Motives of Duty, and diſpoſe them by Obedience to re 
their Parents Love into their own Boſom, that what they ſoy 
Tears, they may reap with Foy. How forcible to this purpoſe 
thoſe Words of the Wiſe Son of Sirach, Ecclus. 8. 27, 28. Hm 
thy Father with thy whole Heart, and forget not the Sorromt of 
Mot ber; Remember that thou waſt begotten of them, and how cn 
thou recompence them the Things that they have done for thee? I 
not the higheſt Degree of Ingratitude, for Children to be Stubbon 
and Diſobedient to their Parents, and to refuſe to go or come: 
their Command, who formerly ran at their Childrens Cry, 1 
were never more unealy than when they were in Want? Thy 
Voice of their Childrens Neceſſities was to the Parents a Powerfy 
Voice, this bad them go and they went, come and they came, and 
the Centurion's Servant was not more Obedient to the Summon 
of his Maſter, than tender Parents are to the Call of their tende 
Children. | | | 

Let diſobedient Children therefore but learn to conſider what 
they have received from their Parents, and then certainly they wil 
conſider alſo what they owe them Let them behold Infants in 
Arms, or hanging yet upon their Mothers Breaſts, let them obſerve 
what Pains is taken to prevent or remove any of the Inconvenien 
cies of Life from the feeble Babe, and let them alſo remember, tha 
fuch weak Infants they themſelves once were, and were nourilhed 
into that Increaſe of Strength and Stature which they now ene 
thro” their Parents Care, the great Inſtruments of giving and pres 
ſerving their Life; and ſurely theſe Views will make them excee 
ding cautious how they grieve by their Obſtinacy and Perverlenelh 
thoſe Perſons from whom they have received ſo much in Eove ; 46 
very careful not to make the Days of their Youth and Manhood 
greater Burthen to their Parents thro' their Sins, than thoſe of Intans 
cy and Chilhood were thro their Infirmit ies. 

Secondly, From the Vanity of "Youth, I mean its Spiritual Weak 
neſs, particularly its exceeding great Proneneſs to ſubmit to the 
Temptations of Senſual Pleaſures, and the Corruptions that wy 


— — 
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1 World thro Lnſts; I infer the Obligations of Parents ee 
ir Children, to bring them up in the Nurture, and Admonition o 

Lord, and train tbem betimes in the May they fhould go, that 
ben they are Old, they may not depart from it: The ſtronger their 
Jiſpoſitions at that Age are to tranſgreſs, the more diligent ought 
parents to be in their Endeavours to prevent their tranſgreſſing, and 
o balance the Propenſity and Inclinations of Corrupt Nature, by 
he Rudiments and Principles of Grace: Precept ſhould. be upon Pre- 
at, Precept upon Precept, Line upon Line, Line upon I. , 10, 13. 
Line, here a little and there a little, as the Prophet ſpeaks; whole- 
ome Inſtruction ſhould be infuſed ſo conſtantly, and withal ſo lei- 
urely, that it may the more ſurely fink into them. More particu- 
ly young Perſons ſhould be made early acquainted „ . 
ih the Powers of the World to come, and be taught * . 


- 
1 


0 remember their Creator and their Redeemer in the Days of their 
7th; that there is, there can be, no poſſible Com ariſon. between 

ine and Eternity, or between the Pleaſures of 7 which are but 
ir a Seaſon, and the Pleaſures at God's right Hand for euermore; and 
nſequently, that it is infinitely better, that they ſho Id deny theme 
ve here, than that God and Chriſt ſhould. deny them . hereafter, 
leny themſelves the Gratification of their Luſts, all ſinful Inſtances of, 
leaſure, than that God and Chriſt ſhould deny them the Everlaſting 
Joys and Glories of an Heavenly Kingdom... © . 
Such Principles as theſe often and ſeriouſly inculcated upon young 
en by thoſe Perſons whom; they have moſt Reaſon to eſteem and 
ove, will by the Grace of God help to cool their intemperate De: 
en and turn the edge of their Youthful Luſts another Way: Such 
ſinciples of Grace are of ſuch vaſt Importance, that they will de- 
nand ſome Conſideration and Regard, even from thoſe who are not 
Nature much diſpoſed to conſider, and ſuch an happy ſeaſoning 
A the Mind with ſuch undeniable and momentous Truths, will by 
egrees diſpoſe Young Perſons to a due ſeriouſneſs, and thereby 
zhtily help to preſerve them from being hardened thro the Deceit- 
uneſ; of Sin. Hg 13%; | WH 
et therefore the Vanity of Youth awaken and engage the Cars 
* Aged; particularly, of Parents towards their Children, and 
10 align (who are as in the Parents ſtead) towards their Servants, | 

by their Counſel and Advice, the Dilpoſitions-of theio'Chit: 

2 8 
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dren and Servants, may be happily turned from the Service of fink 
Luſts, to which they are too much inclin'd, to the Service of the L 
ving God, to which they are too much averſe. Have pity iy, 
hem, have pity upon them, all ye, who by Experience know th 
Danger Youth is in, and the Way to eſcape it, teach them the Con 
2 the Right Way, that both you and they may find Reſt unto 9 
US, | | 
Thirdly, Foraſmuch as Youth js Vanity, as appears from the Weak 
neſs of Reaſon, from the want of Experience, and from the Prep 
ſeſſion of a ſtrong Imagination, and corrupt Affections at that Age 
I might eaſily ſhew how reaſonable it is, that young Men ſhoul 
entertain a juſt 2 of themſelves, and not forthwith gro 
head-ſtrong, or think themſelves fit to be their own Maſters, an 
to follow their own Wills in every Thing: A little thought woul 
ſoon let them ſee that it is highly reaſonable that they ſhould he- 
ken unto thoſe, whoſe Days ſpeak, and whom multitude of Tu 
teach Wiſdom ; becauſe they muſt certainly be the beſt Judges 
what is meet, right, and their bounden Duty, who have long hal 
both Knowledge and Experience in the Nature and Conſequence 
of Good and Evil; who have ſeen, and perhaps felt the Vai 
and Vexation of Spirit that there is in the ways of Sin, and t 
Pleaſure and Peace of Conſcience, that is to be met with in 
paths of Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs ; Perſons who can never e 
vy them ay Good, and as little mean them any Evil, ſuch as theſſ 


_ eaſily be allowed to be better able and willing alſo to adviq . 
and dire& young Men, than they themſelves who are but of 1 tire 
day, and know nothing : Alas! ſelt- conceit is the Ruin of Youth, bu ſome 
a little diſtruſt of themſelves would ſoon prove the Foundation i W 
great Wiſdom ; this would help to bring them to a juſt Senſe if Cepe 
their State, and that by God's Bleſſing will ſoon better it. Opp 
Fourthly, are both Childhood and Touth Vanity è Methinks t this 
Conſideration of ſo much time ſpent in weakneſs, Natural and Spi does 
ritual weakneſs, and fo little to the beſt Purpoſes of Living, ſhow tute 
engage All Perſons to ule their Strength both of Body an Mind Way 
it increaſeth, to the Redeeming of the Time paſt by the improvinf Don 
the Time to come, that their ſetting out ſo ſlowly at firſt may el +» 


gage them to make the greater Speed as they come nearer to t 
middle, or End of their Race, | * 


13 


indeed could we ſpend all our Time from our Cradles to our 
Graves in the Service of our God, 'twould be no more than what 
i very becoming Creatures towards their Gracious Creator, and our 

reſent Service would even then bear no Proportion to the Great- 
neſs of our future Kecompence of Reward; but ſince the Infirmities 
of our Nature incapacitate us for many Years for any reaſonable 
IT c:rvice, ſurely when we come to the uſe of our Reaſon we ſhould 
he the more careful how we looſe any time, or ſquander away thoſe 

recious Monients that remain, which are ſo much ſhorter even 
than our Natural Life. TY 

Thus have I very briefly confiderd the Vanity both of Childhood 
ind of Touth, and the 2 Duties ariſing thence, vig. The Du- 
ty of Children towards their Parents; and of Parents towards their 
Children; and of young Perſons towards themſelves; and of all 
Perſons towards God, on the account of that waſte of Time which 
the Infirmities and Weakneſſes of their Nature occaſion in this im- 
perlect State, all which ſhould make us more deſirous to ſpend the 
Remnant that is left to his Honour, who gives the whole, and like- 
wiſe earneſtly to breath after that bleſſed Place where we ſhall be 
made like unto the Angels, and ſerve and worſhip God with Con- 
ſtancy and Vigour, without Interruption, and without End. And 
what can I fay more, but exhort Children, Parents, Young Per- 
ſons, nay all Perſons ſeriouſly to conſider, and ſincerely endeavour 
to anſwer their reſpective Obligations with all their Power. 

But foraſmuch as ſome Parents (however willing) may not ſome- 
tires be able to help their Children, and by reaſon of Sickneſs, or 
ſme other great Calamity cannot ſutficiently adminiſter to their own 
Neceſſities, much leſs ſupport others, who in the courſe of Nature 
depend upon them, or by Death may be ſnatch'd away from the 
Opportunity of providing for their Childrens Comfortable Living in 
this World, or happily in the next; how ſeaſonably in ſuch a Caſe 
does the Charity of others ſtep in to the Relief of the Poor Deſti- 
tute Children expoſed as it were in a Cradle of Bullruſhes to the 
Waves of this troubleſome World, and breeds them up as Pharaoh's 
Daughter did Moſes for her own Son. Which naturally brings me 
in the laſt Place to make ſome Application ſuitable to the Charita- 
ble Occaſion of our Meeting together here this Dax. 


| TT? 
"Whilſt 1 have before my Eyes ſo many e rphahs' and Poor Cin 
dren (whom I think I may call the Ade pte Children of Char 


becauſe they are ſupported by Love, and feel the ten x 
Parent towards them lodg'd 5 Providence in the Bade of al ; 
who were perhaps Strangers to them, and the want of Educatio * 
in the Natural Order of things happily ſupply d by Grace) Len C 
but in the firſt Place give Glory to God on this Occaſion, and I Duc 
cut with his Apoſtle, Thanks be unto God for his Unſpeakable Gift - 
For, how does this moſt excellent Gift of Charity labour to ſecure 1 
theſe Helpleſs Children from the Bane of Idleneſs, which is the Ruſt a 
of the Soul, and inſtead of having nothing to do (which muſt ex 2 
5 them to the Temptations of doing ill) train them up in the * 
ay of Induſtry and Virtue, prepare them for ſuch Arts and Ems - 
ployments as may make them truly uſeful in their Generation, be * 
neficial to others, as well as profitable to themſelves, and tex EC 
them to labour, and to work with their own Hands the thing thy * 
3s good, that they in their turns may have to give to him that needeth * 
How does it ſnatch them out of Harms way, and from the Oppor 75 
tunity of hearing little elſe but Curſing and Swearing (which is ti c 
too uſual Language of Idle Diſſolute Perſons in every Corner of : 4 
the Streets) it early inſtructs them to keep their Tongues from evil * 
and their Lips that they ſpeak no guile; and whilit it accuſtom | 
them to bear the Toke in their Youth, it makes them the more pa 4 
tient under it, till by Degrees its very weight is eaſie, and it buriiie! 
then is lig bt. How careful is this Charity to ſow the Seeds of Gad 
lineſs and Honeſty in thei | WM... 
oneſty in their Hearts, by the Means of whollom:z« 
Knowledge, and by furniſhing them with proper Employment that 
both of Body and Soul, without which many of them would proven 
bly have been ignorant of what they muſt do to be ſaved, and (oma; 
even of what they muſt do to live, till they had added to the Num 705 
Prov. 10. 21. ber of thoſe Fools of whom Solomon complains, tal n | 
oe 2 they die for lack of Wiſdom. Which way then cala 
our Charity be more uſefully employ'd than in thus qualifying young W 
Perſons to become faithful Servants to God and Man, and in pulp C: 


ting them in the Way to get their own Living, and 10 do their Dut 
in that State of "Life unto which it ſhall pleaſe God to call then 
Surely it is far greater Charity to fit them tor ſome Calling, tha 


they may with Diligence eat their own Bread, than after they ar 
- as 


(ry) 


Ch, eaueed to Beggary, to feed them with the Bread of Idleneſs from 
arity i rour T ables every Day. | 

$ of 1 'Tis true; there are ſome ObjeAs may ſtrike more upon our Senſes, 
others nd thro! them reach our Bowels, and affect the Heart; the Condi- 
ation ton ot the Maimed, the Halt, the Blind; and ſuch like, is apt to 
anno touch us with a feeling of their Inſirmities, and as their Wants are 
d ble, ſo we are led by Sight and Inſtinct to compaſſionate and re- 
Cift, Niere them, and 1 2 are they who are thereupon (as Job was) Eyes 
ſecure; the Blind, and Feet to the Lame, and as Opportunity ſerves do 
> Rut tem good: But the Charity I am now recommending, rather 
ut e ms at the prevention than cure of Evil, and by forecaſt and early 
in th cite endeavours to bring up Youth in ſuch -a Manner, that they 
EM ray live comfortably here and happily hereafter ; by acquainting 
n, be nem betimes with wholeſome Chriſtian Principles, it lays the Foun- 


dation for a Chriſtian Life, it labours to prevent looſeneſs of Man- 
pers, and many other Spiritual Evils, whoſe Genuine Fruit is Po- 
rerty and Shame, Pain, Miſery and Death. e 
Having ſaid thus much of the Excellency of this Charity; I ſhall on- 
yctave leave in a few Words to addreſs my ſelf to the Givers and to the 
Receivers of it, You then that are the Diſpenſers of this Charity, well 
know the Sincerity of your own Hearts, the Uprightneſs of your Inten- 
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(ton tons, and the exceeding Uſefulneſs of your Work; your Aim is 
re pate Glory of God) and the Good (the publick and private Good) 
1: Men, to reſcue Young Perſons from the Temptations of the 


God World, and the Snare of the Devil, to remove the great Diſad van- 


1 (omit: 5c ariſing from the Vanity of Youth, and to graft inſtead thereof 

men hat may enable them to bring forth much Fruit in their Age, and 

* tender them beneficial to themſelves and others in the following 
ome 


tages of Life; and 2 I ſay unto you ye ſhall in no wiſe looſe your 

ward, ye have a preſent Reward in what ye do, in the Name, 
ind for the Sake, and by the Grace of your God, as well as in the 
anitold happy Conſequences of it. 


| Num 
85 that 
zen Ca 


young When you hear, or read, or conſider the Rank which this Grace 

in put Charity holds in the Chriſtians Catalogue of Duties, and the 

jr Dul any Bleſſings that attend and follow it, Sure I am, ye are among 
them tte Bleſſed of the Lord who bath made Heaven and Earth; Bleſſed, 

> * nder the Hopes of making many others ſo; Bleſſed, as being good 
oy art 


ewards of the Manifold Grace of God; Bleſſed, as laying up for 
TT D. 2 - 01 2e 
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-educed 


( 16 ) 


yourſelves a good Foundation againſt the Time to come that ye n 
lay bold on Eternal Life : Nay, I muſt fay further, ye are a puh. 
lick Bleſſing, and that not only as providing for the publick good 
of the Nation, by the Care you take of the Welfare of many of it 
Members, who might otherwiſe prove extremely prejudicial to it 
but likewiſe by directly drawing down a Blefling from God on th; 
People amongſt whom he ſees true Charity ſo much abound, When 
I conſider how many Schools Charity has in a few Years ſet up in 
this and the Neighbouring Kingdom, wherein many Thouſands 
enjoy the Benefit of a Liberal Education, I cannot but rejoice jy 
hope that God hath yet a Bleſſing in ſtore for us, notwithſtanding oy 
many Provocations, and great Ingratitude for his Manifold Mer 
cies; and tho Iniquity and Infidelity do ſadly abound, and threats 
us with utter Ruine, yet foraſmuch as the Lowe of many does 10 
wax Cold, and we ſee theſe Seminaries of Charity increaſe in Num 


ber daily, may we not ſtill hope that this our Labour of Love ma 1 
keep far from us the fore Judgment we have at this time too much div 
reaſon to fear, and may lengthen out our Tranquility and prove 1 pref 
Security to our other Bleſſings. And as I doubt not but each ofiM::lic 
you is ready to ſay hereupon, Bleſſed be the Lord who hath allotteſ to t. 
me the more bleſſed Part to give and not to receive, Bleſſed be 118+ 9 
Lord who hath given me the Heart to open my Hands to his Poor x our 
vants in their time of Need, fo I ſhall only add this by way of re I 
turn in the Fſalmiſt's Words, the Lord proſper you, we wiſh yu tow 
good Luck in the Name of the Lord. Art 

But my Brethren the unhappy Circumſtances into which we ar yhe 
lately fallen, will oblige me to obviate one difficulty, ariſing fron of ti 
the Scarcity of Money that is at preſent amongſt us: And that ti of tt 
may not prove an Obſtruction to our Charity, let us conſider thence 
no Man was ever yet the Poorer for what in an honeſt Heart tei. 
prudently giving to the Poor he lent unto the Lord; he that make ing 
uſe of his Wealth as God requires, makes him his Debtor, and call dom 

never fail of his Bleſſing, for he is faithful that has re 
Heb. 10. 23. hay ed, promiſed that he that ſorveth bountifully ſpa War 
2 Cor, 9. 6. reap bountifully, and the liberal Soul fhall be made fag lett 
Prov. 11.23: and he that watereth, ſhall be watered alſo himſelf, a0 ron 
for this thing the Lord thy God ſhall bleſs thee in all il of 


Deut. 39. 10. Works, and in all that thou putteſt thine Hand w_ a 


C17) 
ena Let therefore a ſuitable Prugality ſapply other Deficiencies, let uste« 
pub. trench what we can from our Pride and Luxury, and ſometimes e- 
ven from our ordinary Food and Raiment, that we may feed the 
of Hungry, or cloath the Naked, or inſtruct the Ignorant, Sc. but 
iti jet Charity be the laſt thing we retrench from; ſor it is one of the 
n that worſt Uſes we can make of the badneſs of the Times, to ſuffer it to 
be an Excuſe or Pretence for the with-holding or leſſening our Cha- 
my; the utmoſt Extremity alone ſhould diſpoſe us to borrow of 
uland the Allowance we may have devoted to the Poor, and our Conve- 
vice iy niencies ſhould rather yield to their Neceſſities, and our leſſer give 
ae ou way to their yet greater Wants. It is a Glorious Character which 
Mer St. Paul gives of the Charity of the Macedonians, 2 Cor. 8. 1, 2. 
Teaten which he ſtyles the Grace of God beſto ted on them, how that in a 
0s 8 creat Trial of Affiittion, the abundance of their Foy, and their deep 
Num overty abounded unto the Riches of their Liberality, for according ta 
e may ter Pd yea and beyond their Power, they were willing of them- 
much e:: When they were in a State of Perſecution, and under very 
ove preſſing Wants, they chearfully lent an helping Hand towards the 
ach o relie ving their Chriſtian Brethren under yet deeper Diſtreſs, almoſt 
to the forgetting of their own : Bleſſed be God our ſtraits are not 
be 1198 great as theirs, and that we muſt allow is a good reaſon why 
or Kor Charity ſhould not be leſs. 
of Indeed this great City has been lately very remarkably Liberal 
jo 1008 towards many, very many uſeful Members of it, I mean thoſe poor 
Artificers who were able and willing, and even deſirous to Work, 
we u when yet it was not in the Power of their Hands to do it, for want 
g fron of tize uſual Demands of their Manufactures, the ordinary Support 
at th of themſelves and Families; and great Charity no doubt it is to 
encourage and relieve thoſe who are diſpoſed to labour, and to ſpend 
art U their Strength and Time in the Service of their Country, by improv- 
make ing to the beſt Advantage the chief Product of it. But Charity ſel- 
nd ca dom confines herſelf to any one particular Object or Occaſion, but 
at has ready to do gootl unto all Men according to its Ability, and their 
ly ſoul Wants. Your Charity, my Brethren, has I am perſwaded a Bleſſi 
left in ſtore for theſe impotent Children, ho ſtand before you cla 
elf, an from Head to Foot in Manufa@ures-of your own, and your Cha- 
al 19988 rity even in the ſingle Article of Cloathing them in this Manner, 'is 
unto ¶ of great Advantage to many ofa, whe muſt receive benefit-from 


what _ 


(35) 


what they confume : I believe it would be very ſatisſactory 1 
well as ſurprizing for any one to fit down and Calculate, how many 
particular Traders find ſome account from what theſe wear thiy 
your Charity, and whilft you thus give them Raiment to En on, 
you help to give Bread to others that are Needy, and Multitudes 
are refreſh'd by your Charity, beſides thoſe that are the direct and 
immediate Objects of it; who, I truſt will not ceaſe to offer up thei 
Prayers to God for you, and their Praiſes to Him the Czver of every 
good and perfett Gift for the exceeding Grace of God in you. 

And to this end, I thall now addreſs my ſelf Secondly, to the Re. 
ceivers of this Charity, and I could with that you who are Children 
in Age, in Underſtandinz were Men, that you might thoroughly 
know and conſider and anſwer the Obligations which the Charity 
of your Benefactors lays upon you. My little Children methinks it 
thould be no hard Matter even for you to obſerve, that you are in 
this Manner taken out from the World in order to be delivered from 
the greateſt Evils of it; your very Habit ſerves to put you in Mind 
of your Diſtinction, and that you are ſeperated from thoſe of the 
like Age and Condition for ſome peculiar Reaſons, and to ſome 
peculiar Purpoſes ; your Dreſs as it were ſpeaks you to be the Chil 
dren of the fame common Parent, (the Children of Charity,) and 
this w_ to diſpoſe you to diſtinguiſh yourſelves by that Diligence 
and Induſtry, which is her Intention and Deſign, and by that Gra 
titude to your Benefactors, and Thankfulneſs to God, as becomeſ 
ſuch as are upheld by the Bounty of the one, thro' the Grace oft 
other: As God has thro' them provided that you ſhould underſtand 
the things pertaining to Life and Godlineſs, and you have time 
lowed you to theſe good Purpoſes, I am ſure it is your great Dut 
to uſe your time to theſe good Purpoſes; for ſuch as you to {pen 
your Days in Idleneſs or Diſſoluteneſs of Manners, and to becom 
afterwards remarkable for ill Words, or any kind of ill Work 
would not only to your Reproach miſerably prevent the ends of th 
Charity, but caſt a blot and bring Diſhonour, and a Diſcourage 
ment upon the Charity itſelf. Such vile Ingratitude would ihary 
thoſe Spiritual Parents who have laboured in vain to get you agu 
uno good Works, and rob them of the Joy they, propoſed to thed 
ſelves in being the happy Inſtruments of your Temporal, Spirit 
and Eternal Welfare. 02721229 v 2110 et os 5 


Grant 


But leaſt your tender Age ſhould hinder you ftom being duly 


ag 
* ſenlible of theſe Truths upon once hearing them, I therefore addreſs: 
thro ay ſelf to others for you, and call on your behalf to thoſe who' 
it he your Maſters and Miſtreſſes who have the more immediate Care 
tudes Mover you, that they teach you not only your Books and your reſ- 
X and Mpective Work, but that they labour to make you duly ſenſible of 
p then the End aimed at by your Benefactors, and your great Duty to walk 


worthy of it unto all ell. pleaſing; That they do what in them lyes 


ever) - 14 
to make you true Chriſtians, good Proteſtants, ſincere Members of 


he Re. the Church eſtabliſhed by Law, and faithful Subjects to our Gra- 

ildren cious Soveraign King George, and Zealous for the Proteſtant Suc- 
ughlyWMceſion in his Illuſtrious Houſe, as being that upon which under God 
harity tie Religion, Liberties, and Properties of Us and Our Poſterity do 
inks E ibly depend, that ſo theſe Charitable Nurſeries may meet with 
are infſpublick, as well as private Encouragement, whilſt they are by Ex- 

fn perience found to contribute to the Welfare of the Society, as well 
Mind to the particular Good of particular Men. | 


Finally let us all addreſs our ſelves unto God for a Bleſſing on 
theſe Seminaries of Youth, that he would bleſs the Sowers, and 
bleſs the Seed ſown, that the one may Sow plenteouſly, the other 
bring forth Fruit plenteouſly, and in a word, that God may crown 
ſuch our Labours of Love with his Fayour here, and with his Bleſ- 
(nz for ever: And to add yet greater force to this Petition, I cloſe 
ll with that excellent Collect of our Church 


of the 
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come 
> of t | | 

ta 0 Lord, who haſt taught us that all our Doings without Char 
erſtan ure thing worth, ſend thy Holy Ghoſt and nota our Hearts he 


moſt excellent Gift of Charity, the very Bond of Peace and of all Ver- 
ue, without which, . whoſoe ver liveth is counted dead before thee, - 
Grant this for thine only Son Jeſus Chriſt bis ſake. Amen, a 
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